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REMARKS 

Claims 1-45, 47, and 49-60 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-34, 37-45, 51, 
52-53, and 54-60 were previously withdrawn from consideration as drawn to a non-elected 
invention. By virtue of this response, claims 35, 47 and 53 have been amended, no claims have 
been canceled, and no new claims have been added. Accordingly, claims 35, 36, 47, 49, and 50 are 
currently under consideration. Amendment and cancellation of certain claims is not to be construed 
as a dedication to the public of any of the subject matter of the claims as previously presented. 

Substance of Examiner Interview 

Applicants thank Examiner Dowe for the telephone interview had on August 17, 2007. 
During that interview, independent claim 35 (from which the remaining rejected claims depend) and 
the cited art was discussed. Applicants described how the currently pending claims are 
distinguishable from the cited art, and a proposed amendment to claim 35 was discussed. Examiner 
Dowe agreed that the proposed amendment further distinguished the current claims from the cited 
art, and suggested that the proposed amendment be incorporated into this response. The substance 
of the proposed amendment is reflected in the listing of claims above, and discussed in detail below. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 53 

Claim 53 stands objected to because it depends from withdrawn claim 38. Applicants have 
withdrawn claim 53 from consideration, rendering this objection moot. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request that the objection to claim 53 be withdrawn. 
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Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 112, Second Paragraph 

Claim 53 

Claim 53 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph for failing to provide 
antecedent basis for the limitation "the first stabilizing member." Claim 53 has been amended to 
delete the word "first," leaving the phrase "stabilizing member," for which antecedent basis may be 
found in claim 38. Accordingly, Applicants respectfiilly request that the rejection of claim 53 under 
35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, be withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 35. 36. 47, 49. 50. and 53 

Claims 35, 36, 47, 49, 50, and 53 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2002/0087169 to Brock et al. ("Brock"), in view of U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,221,255 to Mahurkar et al. ("Mahurkar"). Applicants disagree with this rejection. 

Claim 35, from which the remaining rejected claims either directly or indirectly depend, has 
been amended to recite that the semicircular housing at the distal end of the elongate body 
comprises a wall having at least one aperture for retaining a mandrel therein, where the mandrel 
releasably couples a plurality of tethered anchors with the housing. As described in detail during 
the telephone interview with Examiner Dowe and agreed upon by the parties. Brock fails to teach an 
aperture in a wall of a housing for retaining a mandrel that releasably couples a plurality of tethered 
anchors to the housing. Mahurkar fails to cure this deficiency. For at least this reason, a prima 
facie case of obviousness cannot be maintained. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that 
the rejections of claims 35, 36, 47, 50, and 53 under 35 U.S.C. §103 be withdrawn. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 



to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw the outstanding rejections of the claims and pass this application to issue. If it is 
determined that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, the 
Examiner is urged to telephone the undersigned at the number given below. 



other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions of time and 
authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection 
with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. 
578492001500 . However, the Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to 
the Deposit Account. 

Dated: August 21, 2007 Respectfully s ubmitt ed, 



In the event the U.S. Patent and Trademark office determines that an extension and/or 
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